
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
20 January 2022 
 

Welcome and preparing for 2022 
 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Caregivers 

Happy New Year and welcome to 2022. At the conclusion of 2021, the Board launched the 
Strategic Plan for our school. We are really excited about beginning to work towards strategic 
goals and there will be many opportunities for our community to engage and contribute to a 
range of initiatives.  

I want to extend a very warm welcome to those of you who are joining our school community for 
the first time. We are looking forward to partnering with you in the education of your child and 
getting to know you. I look forward to recommencing social gatherings where we have a great 
opportunity to reconnect and strengthen relationships we have all missed so dearly. 

There are some details I’d like to share with you as we draw closer to the start of school, including 
upcoming dates and events: 

 

Beginning of Term 1 
The start of term is on Thursday, 27 January 2022. The students will be expected to be at school by 
9.00am, where they will be able to settle into their classes before attending the Opening Worship 
Service beginning at 9.30am, led by Pastor Neil Guthrig. Worship is a key component of school life 
in a Lutheran school where we come together and worship our God. The students are to be 
dressed in their summer school uniform, including their hat. 

This service will be held outdoors, following COVIDSafe principles; fully vaccinated, hand 
sanitisation and physical distancing. We intend to provide more advice in the coming days as the 
Victorian Government communicate their COVIDSafe planning for a return to school. 

The Student Leadership Team will be installed at this service. 

 

Staff 
Our staff can be contacted via email, which will be responded to between the hours of 8.00am 
and 5.00pm Monday to Friday. Please understand that the primary responsibility of teachers is 
the students in their care, and cannot respond to emails, ClassDojo messages and/or phone calls 
while they are teaching. 

The format for email addresses is first initial + surname@tls.vic.edu.au. For example, Mrs Jodie 
Bennett can be contacted on jbennett@tls.vic.edu.au. 



The 2022 staffing arrangements are as follows: 

School Leadership Team 
Principal:    Mr James Phillips 
Administration and Finance Manager: Mrs Jodie Bennett 
 

Classroom Teachers                       
Foundation:    Miss Renee Wathen                                  
Year 1:               Miss Leah Noll 
Year 2:    Mrs Ange McAllister  
Year 3:    Mrs Hannah Huf 
Year 4:   Miss Jamie George 
Year 5:  Mr Nathan Terry 
Year 6:  Mr Josh Schapel 

 

Specialist Teachers 
German:  Mrs Melanie Walkenhorst 
Music:   Mrs Melanie Walkenhorst 
Physical Education: TBA 
STEM:   Ms Deb Burger 
Visual Art:  Mrs Bec Cameron 
 

Pastoral Care Team 
Pastor:    Pastor Neil Guthrig 
Student Wellbeing Officer: Ms Jane Crowe 

 

Learning Enhancement Team 
Learning Enhancement Teacher: Ms Debbie Habel 
Learning Coach:   Miss Sharney Millard 
Learning Coach:   Mrs Sharon Williams 
 

Administration Team 
Administration and Finance Manager:     Mrs Jodie Bennett 
Front Office Administrator:              Mrs Erica Burmeister 
Library:     Mrs Norelle Bensch (Thursday-Friday) 
Bus Driver:    Mr Steven Parker 
Cleaner:    Miss Sophie Price 

Installations and reaffirmation 
Our 2022 Student Leaders will be installed at the Opening Worship Service. Our School Captains 
are Hamish Brown and Sophie Nagorcka supported by our Assistant School Captains, Beau Brian 
and Bridget Sherlock. 

Our House Captains are Lachlan Steele, Charlotte McClure, Campbell Lonergan-Hrast and Rubi 
Thomas. They are supported by our Assistant School Captains, Tyson Mibus, Ava Kinnealy, Henry 
Adams and Hannah Winnell. 

Our new staff will be installed at 9.00am on Sunday, 6 February 2022 at St Michael’s Lutheran 



Church, Tarrington. Our existing staff will also be reaffirmed at this service. We invite you to come 
along and support our team. 

 
Parent Information Night 
The Parent Information Night will take place on Tuesday, 8 February 2022 beginning at 7.00pm. 
This is an opportunity to learn more about your child’s learning program, routines, school 
programs and the various ways you can become involved in your child’s education and school.  

 

New staff 
We thank God for bringing us new staff who begin their next chapters with us. We are excited to 
welcome Miss Leah Noll (Year 1), Miss Jamie George (Year 4) and Mr Nathan Terry (Year 5). 

There will be many opportunities to welcome our new staff, including the Opening Service, the 
Parents and Friends Association Welcome BBQ and the Installation service. 

 
Fire danger - Code Red Days 
The Country Fire Authority calls Code Red days in conjunction with the fire danger rating forecast 
by the Bureau of Meteorology. Code Red days are called no later than 1:00pm on the day before. 

It is Tarrington Lutheran School’s policy to be closed on a Code Red Day. This mitigates the risk of 
the community travelling across potential fire grounds, supporting those families including staff 
who may be involved in protecting their own properties and/or supporting fire suppression 
activities. Additionally, the Government’s bus network does not operate on Code Red days. 

The school will notify families via SMS in the event a day is declared a Code Red Day. 

Communication and diaries 

Our website is a wonderful resource where you can access whole school correspondence and the 
school calendar which is regularly updated as events and activities are planned. 

ClassDojo is our preferred method of communication for all teaching and learning. Each parent, 
guardian and caregiver have access to their child’s online portfolio. This is also a place where 
teachers make class specific announcements and share aspects of your child’s learning journey. 

Students in Year 3 to 6 have a School Diary. A part of our education program is to explicitly teach 
capabilities which the students will not only need for their educational pathway, but indeed for life 
also. Organisation is one of these capabilities. The School Diary, as a tool to communicate 
between the students, parents and teachers will be the responsibility for the students to manage 
and maintain. Your child’s classroom teacher will check the diary weekly on Friday. 

 
Weekly Chapel 
Weekly chapel services will normally be held on Friday mornings, with staff and pastors sharing 
the leadership. Chapel normally begins at 9.00am and our first regular chapel service will be held 
on Friday, 4 February 2022.  

Details of the weekly Chapel service are published on the calendar on the school website. 
Students and staff love having you join us for worship at our Chapel services (subject to COVID-19 
restrictions), so please come and worship with us - it makes it even more special. 

If you would be interested in playing in the band from time to time, we would also be interested in 
hearing from you! 



 
School assemblies 
On Friday afternoons beginning at 2.40pm, we conduct our school assemblies. These are led by 
our school captains and members of the Student Representative Council. Assemblies normally 
consist of sharing of classroom learning, presentation of awards and the conveying of important 
notices. Assemblies will be held in the Multi-purpose Stadium and we would like to warmly invite 
parents and friends to these assemblies. The first assembly will be held on Friday, 4 February 
2022. 

 

School uniform 
As stated earlier, students are to come to school wearing their summer school uniform. Students 
are to wear hats during Terms 1 and 4 while they are outside. If students forget to bring their hat 
they will be required to sit undercover in the shade. If you need any assistance with school 
uniform, please contact either Kylie Nagorcka on 0407 182 136, Alison Brown on 0418 515 564 or 
Nardi Schultz on 0427 281 201. 

 
School bus service 
The school bus will operate as from the first day of school, Thursday, 27 January 2022. If you have 
any queries regarding the service, please contact the Front Office on (03) 5572 3897. 

 
Parents and Friends Association Welcome Barbecue 
On Friday, 4 February 2022, beginning at 6.00pm, the PFA invites you to a barbecue where 
everyone is welcomed back to the new school year and in particular, the new families and staff 
are greeted. It is a fabulous opportunity to get to know one another and to meet new members of 
the school community. More details of this event will be communicated soon. 

 
Consent Form and medical information 
In order to best support your child, we update our consent and medical information annually. The 
Consent Form is enclosed with this letter. We ask that this is returned to the Front Office, by Friday, 
28 January 2022. 

Finally, please feel free to drop in and say hello or make an appointment to see me at any time. 

We look forward to seeing you and all the students soon. 

 

Yours in Christ’s service 

  

  

James Phillips 
Principal 

 



 

CONSENT FORM 

As a parent/caregiver of  
Students name 

  

I,  
Parent name 
 

 
Give my consent for his/her to travel to and take part in school activities such as camps and excursions 
organised by the school during the year.  Details will be provided to parents when such time arises.  
 
Agreement: 
I agree to delegate my authority to supervising instructors/teachers. Such supervisory may take whatever 
disciplinary action they deem necessary to ensure the safety, well-being and successful conduct of the students as 
a group and individually. 
 
In the event of an accident or illness, and contact with me is impracticable or impossible, I authorise the teacher-
in-charge to arrange whatever medical or surgical treatment a registered medical practitioner considers 
necessary.  I will pay all medical and dental expenses incurred on behalf of my child.  
 
I submit the healthcare information attached, including details of any relevant medical or physical limitations 
he/she has.  I also consent to my child’s doctor or medical specialist being contacted in an emergency. 
 
The information given is accurate to the best of my knowledge. 
Signature of parent: ___________________________________ 
Date: ____________________________________________ 

   
EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
 

Parent/Carer  
 
 
Address 

 
 
Telephone (home) 

 
 
Mobile 

Family Doctor/Medical Clinic   

 
 
Name 

 
 
Address 

 
 
Telephone 

Medical Specialist  (if relevant)    

 
 
Name 

 
 
Address 

 
 
Telephone 

 
Any healthcare information given will not prevent your child taking part unless further medical advice warrants 
exclusion. The information requested on the student healthcare sheet will be treated confidentially by the school.  
Such information is sought in order to protect and assist the student so the activity may be a safe and enjoyable 
experience.  Please attach extra information if required and contact the teacher in charge if you wish to discuss any 
student healthcare problems.  
 

 
 



STUDENT HEALTH CARE INFORMATION 
 

Do you give permission for the student to receive the following first aid treatments? 
     
 Yes No   

Band-aids � �   
Antiseptic creams/solutions � �   
Sunscreen � �   
Adhesive Tapes � �   
Bite Creams/Gels � �   
     
Does the student have any medical condition or other healthcare concern?  Yes No 

 
If yes, please provide details below: 
 

 
Are you aware of any medical/healthcare emergency that could arise?  Yes No 

 
  
If yes, please provide details below :   
Type of emergency and how to recognise it   

 
Avoidance precautions  

 
Emergency treatment  

 
 

Does the student take any prescribed medication, including Epi Pen (Auto Injectors) or 
inhalers ? 

Yes No 
 

If yes, please provide details below: 
Medication Dose When and how taken Side effects 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 

Is the student immunised against tetanus? (If in doubt, check with doctor) 
 

Yes No 
 

Date of last tetanus booster: 
__________________________________________ 

  

 

If the student is covered by a private health, medical or ambulance fund please provide details below: 

Health Fund Benefit Tables Membership Number Ambulance fund # 
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