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PR INCIPAL 'S
MESSAGE

J A M E S  P H I L L I P S

Grit is a term that you may have heard,
and it is commonly used in relation to
learning. Grit refers to courage and
strength of character. It has been a
privilege to watch the grit that many of
our Foundation to Year 2 students have
shown as they undertake many firsts this
year. Of late, this has included the School
Concert, the Year 1-2 Camp, swimming
lessons and soon the Arts Exhibition
Evening. I am sure that we are all
enjoying a much more normal school
year.

I am really proud of the effort all of the
students in Foundation to Year 2 students
have made this week with their swimming
lessons. It has been an invaluable
experience to learn about safety around
water, developing the student’s
confidence and working on physical skills
such as hand-eye coordination. Next
week, the Year 3 to 6 students are able to
engage in the same opportunity. Of
course, a big highlight that many are
looking forward to is our Swimming
Carnival on Friday, 11 November 2022.

You would be aware that the Coronavirus
(COVID-19) mandatory isolation
requirements have been lifted. However,
common sense about being around
others with any level of sickness still
applies. Later in this edition of the
newsletter, I have included advice on the
management of COVID-19. On behalf of
the whole school community, I again
thank you for the important part you have
played at each stage throughout the
pandemic to keep everyone safe. 

We have been incredibly blessed this
year with many events, activities and
learning opportunities being possible
again.  

This term’s learning is already unfolding with
each class beginning their Project Based
Learning units, and today being a Big Write. In
addition, the students will bring home their
SMART goals this week which are reflected
upon in the Digital Learning Portfolios (DLPs)
at the end of semester. SMART stands for
Specific, Map it Out (measurable),
Achievable, Relevant and Time frame. It is
rewarding for the students, parents and
teachers at the DLP to celebrate the
achievement of SMART goals and the growth
throughout the semester.

Mrs Mel Walkenhorst, Mrs Bec Cameron and
Mrs Hazel Forrest are currently preparing for
the Arts Exhibition Evening next Thursday at
7.00pm. This is a wonderful opportunity to
showcase the Arts and on the evening you will
see musical performances and art displays.
Our Parents, Staff and Friends Association
(PSFA) are preparing some supper for the
evening also. Everyone in our community is
very welcome and I look forward to seeing
you there!

Luke 18:1-8 reminds us of the importance of
prayer. In this parable, we see a widow asking
a judge for justice against her adversary.
There is a focus on the judge’s inaction and
the widow’s continued persistence. The
parable then reminds us that God brings
about justice for His chosen ones, who cry out
to Him day and night. As Christian’s,
sometimes we are challenged that prayer
doesn’t seem to be answered in the
timeframe we like or the way we were
thinking. However, this doesn’t mean God isn’t
listening to our prayers or He isn’t on the
throne anymore. God’s justice looks different
to ours. In an act of justice, God placed His
son on a cross to die. It is in this act, Jesus
has satisfied God’s justice system. This
wonderful gift of salvation is always available
and received through faith in God. 

I pray that you and your family have a
wonderful weekend.

Mr James Phillips
Principal 



Dear Parents, Guardians and Caregivers

You may be aware that the Victorian Government has announced changes to
the COVID-19 isolation requirements. 
This means that the mandatory orders around isolation for people with
COVID-19 have ended and instead we move to health advice and
recommendations for people with COVID-19 or COVID-19-like symptoms.
Our school will continue to adhere to the Department of Health’s
recommendations to ensure that our school remains a safe environment for
our staff and students. 

The Department of Health strongly recommends that students and school
staff:
• who test positive to COVID-19 stay home and isolate for 5 days and do not
attend school after 5 days if they are still symptomatic
• who are symptomatic but have not tested positive not attend school. This
does not include students with pre-existing conditions such as hay fever.
Parents and carers are recommended to continue to report their child having
COVID-19 to both the school and the Department of Health.

We will, however, no longer report occurrences of positive cases to the school
community.

We ask parents and carers to continue to remain vigilant in preventing
COVID-19 transmission. Any student who is unwell should continue to remain
at home. This is about keeping students healthy and well in our school and
reducing the spread of both COVID-19 and other respiratory diseases.  
Parents and carers will be contacted if their child shows symptoms while at
school. 

Students who wish to wear a mask should continue to do so. 
To keep our school as safe as possible, we will also continue to use COVID-19
prevention measures. 

Thanks for your continued efforts to keep our school community safe and
well.

Mr James Phillips
Principal

COVID-19 ISOLATION
REQUIREMENTS CHANGES



WELLBE ING
NEWS

M I S S  J A N E

October is National Mental Health Month, an initiative of the Mental Health
Foundation Australia, and this year’s theme is ‘Building Resilience: Communities
and Connections’.

World Mental Health Day 2022 was also recognised on Monday, 10 October, with
this year focusing on making mental health a global priority.
It is a great opportunity to check in with those around us and make sure they are
doing okay. 

A reminder that Mental health helplines are there to provide support if you or
someone you know is experiencing mental ill health:

Beyondblue – call 1300 224 636 (www.beyondblue.org.au) for telephone support,     
information and resources for people dealing with depression or anxiety.

Lifeline – call 13 11 14 (www.lifeline.org.au) for this free, 24-hour Australia-wide
crisis support and suicide prevention service.

Kids Help Line – call 1800 55 1800 (www.kidshelpline.com.au) for free counselling
and advice for young people between the ages of five and 25.



Harry F
Eva H

 

Lewis C

Oscar H
Baxter W

Lucy S

Eli H
Bridget S

FOUNDAT ION

YEAR  6

YEAR  1

YEAR  2

YEAR  3

YEAR  4

YEAR  5

The genuine care and concern she
consistently shows. Going out of her

way to serve and willingly lend a hand
whenever the need arises. For her

pleasant disposition and lovely
manners. On camp Chloe showed

maturity and compassion for others.

C H L O E

JOHN LANDY AWARD

SCHOOL
AWARDS

M A B E L

EMMETT AWARD

Chloe C

Duncan C
Harper B

Ashton T

For her incredible desire to learn,
always giving one hundred percent to

every given task and always
approaching her learning or any new
challenge with a positive attitude and

growth mindset.



IN THE
CLASSROOM
YEAR 2

On Thursday, 6 October 2022 the Year 1 and 2 students went on camp to
Tandara, Halls Gap.

While it managed to rain the whole Thursday children had a wonderful time
completing activities including playing at the playground in town, making
damper by the wood fire, painting boomerangs and an evening animal
encounter where children were able to come up close and personal with
animals such as a python, sugar glider, green tree frogs, a crocodile, dingo and
a very fat wombat!  

Children were off to bed by 8:30pm however excitement of sleeping together
and torches the giggles and banter and chants of “floor is lava” could be heard
late into the night.

Friday little chatters could be heard around 6:00am with Mrs Mac reminding
children to use inside voices particularly boys who could be heard way down
from the girls end all the while snoring could be heard from other staff who
slept through it all.  The day was brighter, and everyone was able to go outside
and participate in activities like the flying kookaburra and archery.

It was such a wonderful camp and the student reflections included:
- This is the best camp ever
- When can we do it again
- I wish we had another night

Returning home needless to say it was a very quiet trip with many children
resting their eyes and catching flies.

Students and staff that attended had an absolute ball. Thank you to Miss Noll,
Mr Phillips, Miss Jane, Mrs Guthrie and Pastor Neil for attending.

Mrs Ange McAllister
Year 2 Teacher





PSFA NEWS
Friday Toasties 
Available every Friday in Term 4
$2 ham/cheese or vegemite/cheese
toasties will recommence on Friday 7th
October.
 
Upcoming PSFA Meetings - Everyone
welcome! 
• November AGM - date & location TBC

Seniors Christmas Lunch
There will be an opportunity to socially
reconnect with Seniors in the community
at the PSFA Seniors Christmas Lunch to be
served on Wednesday, 16 November. This
is a wonderful opportunity to serve
and/or learn the ropes of PSFA catering
for anyone wishing to help with
preparations or meal serving on the day.
Please get in touch with Jo Vigliaturo
(vigliaturo@bigpond.com) if you wish to
be involved.

PFSA Contacts
Rowena Brinkmann 
E: rowenatherese@gmail.com
 
Danielle Lee 
E: dlmtlee@gmail.com 

Sheds Galore 
Peter Milne Earthmoving Pty Ltd
Ivor Uebergang
Hamilton Myotherapy
Young Guns
One Day Collective
Pierrepoint Proteas
Creek Electrical Services
MDLEE Livestock Scanning

Calendar Sponsorship
Thank you to our generous sponsors:






